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The area known as the Middle Belt in Nigeria, is largely rural. A drive from
Nigeria's capital, Abuja, to Enugu in the SouthEast geopolitical zone,
takes you through large swathes of this area, through villages, which were
once farming communities, and which unknown to so many Nigerians, are
responsible, to a very large extent, for feeding the country.
However, because the most visible elite and middle class Nigerians are
based in the urban conglomerations of LagosIbadan, Abuja, Enugu
Onitsha, Port HarcourtAba and KanoKaduna, we do not see these rural
poor, and as a result, hardly care about their problems.
We have to.
These problems are causing a large ruralurban drift, which is
unsustainable in the short to medium term as seen in large parts of Jos,
Plateau State, which are turning into huge refugee camps. In the long
term, these security issues are causing a NorthSouth drift, with the
attendant conflict as various cultures clash.
Finally, there is the potential for escalation as the problem accelerates
and more people, in their bid to get away from the problem crowd
together, and compete more fiercely for ever dwindling resources.
This document, is a summary of a report which we hope will serve as a
start to a conversation over an issue that has been ignored for too long. It
is not a final document, there is a lot more that needs to be done. A lot
more.
It is our hope that this report will be studied and broadcast in order to
highlight the plight of the people of the Middle Belt of Nigeria as well as
that of the genuine herdsmen in addition to assisting and spurring the
government to action to find long lasting solutions to the issues and
restore the economy of both parties before it further escalates into a full
blown insurgency. Nigeria must act now.

Causes of the conflict
Seasonal southward migration due to dry Seasonal
This brings herdsmen into contact with locals in Middle Belt and increases
competition for farmland.

Desertification
This has increased the number of herdsmen going south even
during the rainy season. However, pressure is higher in the dry
season.

Impact of the conflict
Sho, Barkin Ladi LGA, Plateau State
Ethnicities of respondents - Birom
Ethnicities of attackers - Fulani
Most recent harvest - 2006
Confidence in security forces - Yes
Willingness to take up arms - No
Dadare, Obi LGA, Nasarawa State
Ethnicities of respondents - Fulani, Gwandara, Hausa
Ethnicities of attackers - Eggon, Fulani, Gwandara, Hausa
Most recent harvest - 2013
Confidence in security forces - Yes
Willingness to take up arms - No
Gidinye, Obi LGA, Nasarawa State
Ethnicities of respondents - Koro, Migili
Ethnicities of attackers - Alago, Eggon, Fulani, Gwandara,
Tiv
Most recent harvest - 2010
Confidence in security forces - No
Willingness to take up arms - No
Abdughul, Makurdi LGA, Benue State
Ethnicities of respondents - Idoma, Tiv
Ethnicities of attackers - Fulani, Tiv
Most recent harvest - 2013
Confidence in security forces - No
Willingness to take up arms - Yes

Impact of the conflict

Deserted homes in Adeke, Benue State
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Chronology of attacks. January 1 to September 20, 2015

Kaduna
AmbeMadaki January 3; 15
dead
YangalFadan January 27; 8
killed
Atakkad January; 10,000
displaced

Plateau
Shurun January 3; 10 dead
Barkin Ladi and Riyom April 25May 11; 70 killed
Barkin Ladi May 1819; 27 killed
Ropp July 31; 1 killed
Barkin Ladi August 21; 2 killed
FanNding August 28; 2 killed
Dorong August 30; 2 killed
Jol August 30; 2 killed
Tanti August 31; 6 killed
Bachit September 3; 1 killed
Sho September 3; 3 killed
Riyom September 6; 3 killed
Kwi September 9; 2 killed
Zakupwang, Foron, Fan September 13; 20 killed
Mangu September 15; 18 killed

Nasarawa
Kofor Gwari July 12; 3 killed
Kofor Gwari July 19; 2 killed

Taraba
Benue
EgbaAgatu March 15; 90 killed
Ger, Per, TseGusa, Ukura May 24; 100+ killed
KatsinaAla July 17; 13 killed (including Atoza Hidan)

January 23; Joshua Adah killed
Nwonko January 29; 30 killed
Dananacha July 8; 2 killed
Dananacha July 11; 4 killed
Degari July 14; 2 killed
Dananacha September 6; 2 killed
Asema Pever September 10; 1 killed
Sarkin Kudu September 12; 10 killed
Donga September 1315; 6 killed
Ibi September 15; 9 killed

A Lasting Solution
At SBM Intelligence, we have only thus far, done a tiny bit, and have
barely scratched the surface of the problem. A lot more research is
needed, and we, like any other Nigerian will like to find out the full extent
of what is going on in our country's Middle Belt.
A solution to this crisis will require vision and investment in infrastructure
that must be sustained over a period taking a holistic view of the
problem. If properly implemented, it can unlock new industry in Northern
Nigeria, and contribute significantly to tackling unemployment in the
region.
A first step is liaise with traditional rulers in the North to designate land for
communal ranches. The government will then have to make the
investment to water these ranches via irrigation projects which will ensure
that dry season grazing can be done in the region.
It will have the multiple effect of making rustling a lot more difficult as
herdsmen and their cattle are concentrated in easily protected locations
as well as giving opportunity to do better agricultural extension work
which will help the herdsmen improve meat and milk yields through
improved breeding practices. It will help with integrating the herdsmen into
society and also identifying and dealing with those who masquerade as
herdsmen to perpetrate violence.
Further infrastructure such as abattoirs, veterinary clinics and
transportation services can be sited close to the ranches which the
herdsmen can take advantage of to improve the herding business.
All of these will provide employment within the available skill set in the
North, ensuring that even those without Western Education can be
gainfully employed and schools can then be sited close to the ranches to
encourage the herdsmen to send their children to school. Such holistic
thinking is important to solving the problem after the current violence has
been dealt with.

